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Background 

Stuttering has social consequences 

Teasing and Bullying: Unacceptable 
Beahviour (TAB) was developed to  
– educate students about stuttering and 
–  improve attitudes toward bullying 



Stu$ering	  Educa/on	  Unit	  

•  What	  causes	  stu+ering	  
•  Commonly	  held	  myths	  
•  Famous	  people	  who	  stu+er	  	  
•  How	  can	  I	  help	  someone	  who	  stu+er	  	  
•  Incorporated	  with	  teasing	  and	  bullying	  program	  	  

	  Respec=ng	  and	  celebra=ng	  differences	  
	  Respec=ng	  others	  and	  respec=ng	  ourselves	  (include	  an	  exercise	  on	  
posi=ve	  self	  talk	  to	  prevent	  internalizing	  teasing	  and	  bullying)	  



Purpose 

•  Report on stuttering specific comments 
made by children when they were asked to 
comment on what they liked or would 
change about TAB 



Particpiants 

•  608 third to sixth-grade students who 
participated in a larger study investigating 
the feasibility of using TAB as a stuttering 
education and bullying intervention 
program (Langevin & Prasad, 2012)  



Procedures 

•  1012 comments were first coded as 
positive, negative, or indeterminable 

•  Positive comments were then coded into 6 
subcategories:  
– 1 subcategory pertained to the stuttering 

education unit  
– 1 subcategory pertained to recommendations 

for change that also included some 
recommendations for change to the sutttering 
education unit 



Results 

What did you like about the teasing and 
bullying program 

•  83% of comments were positive (43% were 
provided by Uninvolved children and 6.3% came from 
children who bullied)   

•  15 (1.5%) comments related to stuttering 
(from Uninvolved, victim, and Dually involved childfren). 



Children liked learning: 

•  Why kids stutter 
•  About speech production 
•  They should not make fun of kids who 

stutter 
•  Kids who stutter are not different 
•  About being a friend to a child who stutters 



Results cont’d 

What would you change in the teasing 
and bullying program? 

•  62% would not change anything (Uninvolved 
participants = 50%, Victims = 29%, Dually involved = 
16%, Perpetrators = 5%) 

•  5 recommendations were specific to 
stuttering 
– Tell us more about stuttering 
– Take out vocal fold section 



Conclusion 

•  Students in grades 3 to 6 are open to and 
interested in learing about stuttering 

•  Consistent with findings of Tellis & 
Tomaselli (2012) 
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